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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

August 18, 2021 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
 
Commissioners Present: Julia Freeman 
    Cierra Roquette 

Linda Topinka 
 
Staff Present: Stefanie Munsterman-Scriven 

Umaru Balde, Investigator 
 Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner Topinka called the meeting to order at 5:29 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  
 

III. Public Response 
Tamara Marcus, founder of Advocates for Social Justice, Linn County Director of 
Sustainability, and candidate for city council, was in attendance. 

 
IV. Approval of Minutes from July 21, 2021 meeting 

Minutes from the July 21, 2021 meeting were not approved as the meeting did not have 
quorum. 

 
V. Report from Chair 

Commissioner Topinka stated she did not have a report from the Chair in Commissioner 
White’s absence. 
   

VI. Director’s Report 
Munsterman-Scriven thanked Kelly for putting together the 2020 Annual Report. Stated the 
report will be shared online now that it has been shared with Commissioners. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated staff would be interviewing candidates for the investigator position 
next week.  
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission’s intern finished her work yesterday. Stated she 
was with the Commission for 45 hours. Stated the Commission would be sharing a thank you 
post to the intern on social media on Friday. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated that Kelly sent an email this afternoon regarding upcoming 
festivals at which the Commission will have a presence. Stated Festival Latino will be held on 
Sunday, September 12, from 11am to 5pm at the McGrath Amphitheatre. Stated AsianFest will 
be held Saturday, September 18 from 12pm to 4pm at NewBo. Stated there are two shifts 
available for each event and at least two people will be needed for each shift. 
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Munsterman-Scriven stated she would be presenting at the Equity and Local Government 
conference next Friday with other civil and human rights commissions. Stated she would be 
speaking during the impact and response to inequities section. Stated Commissioners are 
welcome to attend. Commissioner Topinka stated she has signed up to attend. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven uplifted upcoming events. stated the Commission would be partnering 
with Catholic Charities, the University of Iowa Labor Center, and the Catherine McAuley 
Center for a presentation regarding refugee and immigrant rights to work on August 29. Stated 
the event would include information regarding fair and legal documentary practices. 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission will have a table of 10 at the African American 
Museum of Iowa’s History Makers Gala on October 7. Stated Commissioners are welcome to 
attend if they would like. Commissioner Topinka and Commissioner Roquette stated they 
would like to attend.  
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the number of followers on Facebook and Instagram continue to 
grow, however, Twitter has remained stagnant. Stated Umaru Balde and Kelly Hemmer will 
now be presenting about social media content and metrics at the September Commission 
meeting. 
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the Commission is in the process of updating the Chapter 69 
ordinance. Stated staff members reviewed the document and made suggested edits. Stated 
document was then sent to the City Attorney’s office where additional edits were made. Stated 
it was then sent on To HUD for their initial review and their minor edits have been 
incorporated. Stated there are no major updates being made at no new protected classes or 
bases would be added at this time. Stated updates will include changing some verbiage so it is 
easier to read, adding some definitions, changing the number of Commissioners from 7 to 9, 
and making the document gender neutral throughout. Stated HUD’s suggestions included 
adding aggrieved persons, removing an exemption that is no longer in effect in regards to 
shared space, and a couple items related to administrative processes. Stated she sent it back to 
HUD on August 1 and has not heard back yet. Stated that once HUD provides final approval, 
the final document and a redlined document will be brought before the Commissioners for 
approval; it will then move on to City Council for approval. Commissioner Roquette stated that 
the number of required meetings going from 12 to 4 seems like a drastic change. Munsterman-
Scriven stated that’s only the number of required meetings; changing it to 4 will ensure the 
Commission is remains in compliance if a meeting has to be cancelled due to low attendance. 
Stated the Commission will still meet monthly.  
 
Munsterman-Scriven stated the next Commission meeting would include updates and progress 
on the 2021 work place. 
 

VII. Additional Information 
Commissioner Freeman asked Munsterman-Scriven when the presentation for the landlords of 
Iowa would be held. Munsterman-Scriven stated it would be held on October 14. 
 
Commissioner Topinka asked for clarification on the upcoming Stand Down event. 
Munsterman-Scriven stated it is a resource fair for military veterans and individuals who are 
homeless. Commissioner Freeman stated the event will be held on Friday, September 10 and 
that prepackaged food will be available for attendees. Munsterman-Scriven stated coupons 
would also be available to attendees. 
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Commissioner Topinka stated it is Women’s Equality Month. Munsterman-Scriven stated there 
will be a white ribbon project at Green Square Park on August 28. Stated the Commission 
would not have a presence at the event but that she would be participating as part of another 
group. Stated the event will have resources available to attendees and will also be helping 
people register to vote.  
 

VIII. Adjournment 
Commissioner Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:54 p.m. Commissioner Roquette 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 
 
 


